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Spring 2021 Webinar Presentations
Introduction to Deaf-Blindness Series

(MT Office of Public Instruction renewal unit credit available)

Presenter: Dr. Susan M. Bashinski

Dr. Susan M. Bashinski is a Professor of Special Education and is currently serving as the
Interim Dean of the Missouri Western State University Graduate School. She has more than
40 years of experience working with learners who experience multiple disabilities, including
deaf-blindness and CHARGE syndrome. Throughout her career, Susan’s research interests
and areas of expertise include early communication, gestural communication, and language
development; augmentative communication; and cochlear implants for learners who
experience deaf-blindness.

These webinars are brought to you by the Montana State Deaf-Blind Project.
The Montana Deaf-Blind Project is supported by grant #4326T7180038 from the U.S.

Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). The statements
herein do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Department.
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What Is Deaf-Blindness?

March 24t, 2021 from 1:00 to 2:30 MDT REGISTER

This webinar will introduce a functional definition of deaf-blindness, along with the key
questions to be answered in order to determine if a particular learner experiences deaf-
blindness (DB). The presenter will introduce various etiologies of and categorization
schemes for DB (i.e., by time of onset, degree, and type), as well as benefits of categorizing
deaf-blindness by both time of onset and degree. Specific examples of each of four major
categories of DB will be included. The webinar will conclude with an explanation of the
primary ways in which deaf-blindness impacts a learner’s interaction with the environment and
school performance.

Introduction to Vision Loss and to Hearing Loss

April 7, 2021 from 1:00 to 2:30 MDT REGISTER

In this webinar, the presenter will examine vision loss and hearing loss independently. For
both visual and auditory sensory systems losses, discussion will include: the major types of
loss, how a learner processes information as a result of various individual types of loss, and
the potential impact of combination of losses in each sensory system. The webinar will include
a general description of the way in which diagnosticians describe each sensory loss. It will
conclude with a presentation of some key resources for families and educational teams.

Unique Learning Needs and Building Structure through Routines

April 21, 2021 from 1:00 to 2:30 MDT REGISTER

Foundational to this webinar is the fact that learners who experience deaf-blindness (DB)

are an incredibly heterogeneous group. The presenter will discuss general characteristics

of learners with DB, relevant to learning, within the context of what communication partners
should remember and strategies they should utilize when they meet and interact with a
learner who experiences DB. The webinar will provide a functional definition of a routine and
its essential elements, while focusing on the critical importance of structure for a learner with
DB. The presentation will conclude with an examination of the essential skills a learner can
gain from meaningfully structured activities / tasks.
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