
TURNING 18?

WHAT YOU SHOULD 

KNOW ABOUT SOCIAL 

SECURITY 



Disability Benefit Programs

 Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

 Social Security Disability Insurance 
(SSDI)

 Both SSDI and SSI = Concurrent 
benefits



SSI Program

 Provides monthly income to people 
who are age 65 or older, are blind or 
disabled, and have limited income and 
financial resources.

 In 2020 the SSI payment for an eligible 
individual is $783 per month and 
$1,175 per month for an eligible 
couple.



SSI Continued

 Resource Limit - Financial resources 
(savings and assets you own) cannot 
exceed $2,000 ($3,000 if married).

 Medicaid – Effective from date of 
eligibility.



WHAT HAPPENS AT 18 YEARS 

OLD?

SSI – Age 18 Re-determination

 All Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) recipients, who turn 18 years old, 
must have their eligibility reviewed 
under the Adult Disability Rules. This is 
not considered a review, but a new 
application. 



WHAT HAPPENS AT 18 YEARS 
OLD? Continued

Pros & Cons Associated with the

Age 18 Re-determination:

Pros – The SSI Beneficiary is applying on their own        
record and therefore parental deeming does not apply.  The 
individual can qualify for the full federal benefit rate, if they 
contribute towards living expenses.  

Cons – If the SSI Beneficiary does not meet the criteria               
for disability, under the adult rules, then the Beneficiary will  
lose their SSI Benefits.



WHAT HAPPENS AT 18 YEARS 
OLD? Continued

Preparation for the Age 18 Re-determination:

 Educate - Students, Families, Teachers, and VR Staff 
should be given detailed, understandable information 
about the re-determination process and how it works.  

 Gather information that would document the individual’s 
disability, under the Adult Disability Regulations. (IEP's, 
Evaluations, Medical Reports, and letters of support).

 Gather contact information for providers including: Doctors, 
Therapists, Disability Professionals, Teachers, or others 
who would have information on how the individual 
functions.



Examples
Samples of IEP and Evaluation Report from the School



Examples Continued
Form to gather Medical and Employment Information



Examples Continued
Sample Letter of Support



WHAT HAPPENS AT 18 YEARS 

OLD? Continued

SSI New Application -

If a person was not eligible for SSI before 
his/her 18th birthday, due to parents’  
income or resources.  The person may 
now be eligible for SSI as an adult, at age 
18.



WHAT HAPPENS AT 18 YEARS 

OLD? Continued

SSDI – Childhood Disability Benefit (CDB)

The SSDI program pays benefits to adults 
who have a disability that began before they 
were 22 years old.  SSA considers this SSDI 
benefit as a “child’s” benefit, because it is 
paid on a parent’s Social Security earnings 
record.



Work Incentives

SSI Work Incentives:

* Blind Work Expenses

* Earned Income Exclusion

* Student Earned Income Exclusion (Earn $1,900 per month up to 
a total of $7,670 per year). 

* Plan to Achieve Self-Support

* Property Essential to Self-Support

* Special SSI Payments to People who Work

* Continued Medicaid Eligibility1619b (Threshold $32,599). 

* Reinstating Eligibility Without a New Application



Work Incentives

SSDI Work Incentives:

* Trial Work Period ($910 benchmark)

* Extended Period of Eligibility ($1,260 SGA)

* Continuation of Medicare Coverage

* Medicare for People with Disabilities Who Work

* Protection From Medical Continuing Disability 

Reviews



Work Incentives

SSI & SSDI Work Incentives:

* Impairment-Related Work Expenses

* Subsidies and Special Conditions

* Un-incurred Business Expenses

* Continued Payments Under a Vocational 
Rehabilitation Program (301)

* Expedited Reinstatement



Work Incentives Important to Youth

Student Earned Income Exclusion:

* If a person is younger than 22 years old, 
regularly attends school and is working, SSA will 
not count earnings from employment for that 
individual. In other words, Social Security will 
not reduce the student’s SSI payment. There 
are limits to this work incentive though; in 2020 
students may exclude up to $1,900 of earnings 
each month, with a limit of $7,670 per year.  



Work Incentives Important to Youth

Plan to Achieve Self-Support (PASS):

* A person who is at least 15 years old can save  
income and resources to pay for a vocational 
goal.  This includes: education, supplies, 
services and other things that may be needed 
for the person to work successfully.  Such an 
individual would get their full SSI payment, even 
though they have additional income or 
resources being saved or going towards their 
vocational goal.

.



Work Incentives Important to Youth

Continued Payment Under a Vocational

Rehabilitation Program (Section 301 Payments): 

* If you medically recover and no longer meet SSA's

definition of disability, your monthly payments can

continue.  This is possible if you are actively

participating in an approved Vocational Rehabilitation

plan, called a Individual Plan of Employment (IPE). This

Plan is expected to help you become self-supporting.

If approved, your monthly SSDI/SSI payments can

continue until you complete the plan.



Contact Information

Margaret Keener                                                   
Benefits Planning/Site Manager                              

North Central Independent Living Services Inc.      
1120 25th Avenue NE                                              
Black Eagle, Montana 59414

Phone:(406) 452-9834                                               
Toll Free: 1-800-823-6245         

E-mail: ncils.keener@bresnan.net



This project is funded in whole or in part under a 
contract with the Montana Department of Public 
Health and Human Services. The statements 
herein do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Department.
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The Montana Deaf-Blind Project is supported by 
grant #H326T180038 from the U.S. Department of 
Education, Office of Special Education Programs 
(OSEP). The statements herein do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the Department.UM RIIC 2019
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http://mtdeafblind.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/

http://mtdeafblind.ruralinstitute.umt.edu/

